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Saint Mary’s RC Primary School
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St.Mary’s

R.C. Primary School

Our week...

Another fun filled week of learning! Thank you to all who
attended the Stay and Pray in Chipmunks this week- it was
really lovely to see the children sharing their Celebration of
The Word with you. This week’s Stay and Pray will be led by

Quacker’s Class- come and join them!

We celebrated Heart Health Day on Wednesday this week-
thank you for all your donations. We are trying to purchase a
new defib for school. The children had lots of fun talking
about their hearts and how we can keep them healthy.
European Languages Day was celebrated on Thursday. Every
class looked at other lanagues and even had some special
parent guests showcasing their bilingual skills! Mrs Bentley
also made played her part by reading a story to our
Reception pupils in Welsh!

Macmillan Coffee Afternoon is taking place as this is being
written! Thank you for all your donations of cakes and
biscuits! It's always lovely to see our school community
coming together, enjoying one another’'s company and
raising money for a very worthy cause. Thank you! We'll
share what we've raised once the money is counted after the
event.

This week'’s Bible ¢
Scripture:

Stay and Pray

is QUACKERS “Go into the
Please enter through the kingdom of God

main entrance by 8.45am before you?”

This week’s Stay and Pray Matthew 21: 28-32 A
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Attendance
Meerkats-94%

Butterflies- 97%
Wallabies-96%
Rhinos-98%
Wolf Cubs-98%
Quackers- 90%
Dolphins-95%
Chipmunks-91%
Lobsters- 93%
Whole School- 94%

Stars of the Week- for being respectful by being
kind and helpful to others

Meerkats- Marcia
Butterflies- Mikaeel
Wallabies- Remi
Rhinos- Harper
Wolf Cubs- Louisianna
Quackers- Hallie
Dolphins-Nevaeh
Chipmunks- Cain
Lobsters- Alicja

Team Points

/ﬂ\{ 5760 5890 /ﬁl
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Wraparound Care o
We now have full wrap around care led by Progressive Sports.
Times are as follows:
J Breakfast Club 7.30am-8.35am £6 per day including breakfast
J Breakfast Club 8am- 8.35am £4 per day including breakfast
J Afterschool Club 3.15-4.30pm £6.50 per day including a snack
o Afterschool Club 3.15-6pm £9 per day including a snack

e Afterschool Club 4.30-6pm (if pupils have already been in a club e.g. choir
and wish to join afterschool club after this) £6.50 per day including a
snack
To book, please click the link:
https://enrolmy.com/progressive-sports-south-lancashire/activity/94-
Progressive_Breakfast_Afterschool_club_St_Marys_RC_Primary

For any questions, please email Wraparoundsl@progressive-sports.co.uk or
call 01254403046

Progressive Sports have begun the running of the breakfast and after school
club provision in school and this is going really well! . Don't forget to register
to use the service using the link so that you can book your child on at any
time (more details above). If you are dropping pupils off at breakfast club or
collecting from after school club please ring the black doorbell rather than
the school doorbell.

School Uniform

At Saint Mary’s we take pride in our appearance and know that first
impressions count. We strive for all pupils to look smart and tidy when in
school.

Our uniform policy can be found here:

Any pupil not waring correct uniform will be asked to wear spare uniform
from school until this can be rectified. Parents and carers will also be

. informed.
: \m\;‘%

Safe Parking

Please respect that 260 children must enter and exit school safely each day. This
partly relies upon everyone parking safely and with due regard for others, including
our neighbours. Please do not park across drives or in restricted areas.
Please can we ask that the staff car park is kept clear for staff cars ONLY. Some
parents/Carers are pulling into the entrance to the carpark, especially in a morning
and this is preventing staff from parking and is causing traffic on Mayfield Avenue.
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PE Days
3" Sept- 23" October

Meerkats- Tues and Wed
Butterflies- Mon and Thurs
Wallabies- Thur and Fri
Rhinos- Tues and Thurs
Wolf Cubs- Wed and Fri
(swimming)
Chipmunks- Wed and Fri
Dolphins- Tues and Wed
Quackers- Mon and Wed
Lobsters- Thur and Fri

Church News
Saturday Mass 6.30pm

Sunday Mass 10am

Baptisms by appointment

If you have a child wishing
to make their First Holy
Communion please speak
to Father O’Brien

Upcoming Dates

7" October-
Smartphone Safety
Parent Talk 9am (letter
to follow)

8™" October- School
Open Day for Reception
2027

19*" October- Parents’
Evening (letter to
follow)

12*" 13* and 16 Nov-
Book Fair in School
(letter to follow)

27" November-
Christmas Fair (letter to
follow)

1°* December- Whole
school trip to watch
Aladdin
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At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit notionqlccllege.com.
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Navigating the complexities of chlldhood and adolescent friandshnps can be challenglng but with the right guidance,

children and young people can cultivate meaningful, supportive relationships, some of which may last for many years. These
top tips provide a comprehensive approach to fostering healthy friendships among children and young people. It's important
to remember, however, tha h child is different, and W sire an individual approach to relationship support.

VS

GRANT FRIENDSHIP EMPOWER THE

OPPORTUNITIES - ' (T 8 € CHILD

Encouraging children and young people to join
extracurricular activities can foster healthy
friendships by providing shared interests and
common ground. Engaging in these pastimes
offers a platform for interaction, sometimes
alleviating the social pressure of knowing what
to say, and helps children develop meaningful
connections.

> LEAD BY
EXAMPLE

The children and young people in our lives see
how we behave, the connections that we've
made and the interactions between us and
others. When we model healthy friendships, we
set an example and help youngsters to
understand what healthy friendships looks like
and how to navigate them.

77 N

3 HELP THEM LOVE
THEMSELVES

Healthy friendships aren't just about dynamics

with other people. They're about our relutlnnshlp

with ourselves. For overall wellbeing, it's
important for a child to have the space to build
¢ their self-esteem and a positive self-image, as

these factors can have a notable influence on
the friendships they form throughout life.
‘ MONITOR SCREEN

TIME .@

Too much screen time can affect some
children’s wellbeing in general, but it can
specifically impact friendships if it results in
fewer positive social interactions. In some
cases, reducing screen time and encouraging

] children and young people to find ways to

“F interact face-to-face can have positive results.

It's also important to remember that young

people can make positive friendships online, but

they will require support to do this safely.
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PROBLEM-SOLVING

Inevitably, friendships can run into problems.
However, this is also an opportunity to support
children and young people to work through any
difficulties that may arise. It can be tempting to
intervene and try to fix these issues for those
involved, but helping them consider ways of
resolving conflict or managing difficult
situations for themselves can help them create
stronger friendships.

When we give children and young people the
confidence to choose their friends, navigate
interpersonal beundaries and consider how they
want to interact with the different people around
them, we empower them to take control of the
friendships they have. When young people feel in
control of these things, they're more likely to
make positive choices and remain aware of the
signs of a negative relationship.

7 TEACH EMPATHY | g

‘Healthy friendships’ doesn’t always mean
‘perfect.’ Sometimes, disagreements can
happen. When we teach children and young
people to have empathy, we help them to see
both sides of a relationship; to be mindful of the
challenges a friend might be facing or whatever
else might be going on. This can help children
and young people to build stronger friendships.

¥
BE OPEN TO
QUESTIONS

Talking to young people about their friendships,
who they spend time with and who they interact
with can open the door to questions if they have
concerns. Initially, these queries may be
straightforward, but if we are receptive to
discussion from the outset, young people are
more likely to come to us for help when they are

older as well. n
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9 UNDERSTAND
BOUNDARIES

One of the keys to a healthy friendship is
heneouring boundaries. This can include
anything from respecting personal space and
belongings to acceptable language and
behaviour. Understanding the importance of ?
setting these limits and upholding those setby =
others can help children stay safe. If young
people figure out their boundaries and feel
comfortable enforcing them, they're more likely
to call someone out if they go too far.

8

10 SPOT THE SIGNS OQ

We can’t always supervise young people:
sometimes, we need to step back and give them
some space. However, it's important to consider
any indicators that they may be struggling in
their friendships. Are they becoming
increasingly irritable? Does their behaviour alter
when they've been with their friends? Are they
becoming withdrawn or reluctant to take part in
certain activities? These could all be signs that
they're finding things difficult, and we should
remain alert to such changes.
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Meet Our Expert n e

Becky Dawson is an experienced educator who has worked in primary ) .

and secondary schools for 20 years. She is a facilitator, consultant and X ) b NﬂtlonCﬂ
coach working with young people and the adults who work with them, Co“e e@
with a focus on developing understanding and skills around mental g
health, wellbeing and safeguarding.

X @wake_up_weds I3 /wuwthenationaicollege @wake.up.wednesday o' @wake.up.weds

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 22.05.2024




St.Mary’'s

W L, Primary School
we Love, learin and grow together with Jesus

HOLIDAY LIST 2026/2027
AUTUMN TERM 2026
Re-open Thursday 3™ September 2026
Closure after school on Friday 23™ October 2026
Mid —term closure Monday 26™ October- Friday 30*" October
Closure after school on Friday 18* December 2026

OPENINGS 72

SPRING TERM 2027
Re-open Monday 4™ January 2027
Closure after school on Friday 12™ February 2027
Mid-term closure Monday 15 February — Friday 19*" February
Closure after school Thursday 25™ March 2027

OPENINGS 54

SUMMER TERM 2027
Re-open Monday 12™ April 2027
May Day closure Monday 3™ May 2027
Closure after school on Friday 28" May 2027
Mid-term closure Monday 317 May — Friday 4™ June
Closure after school on Friday 16 July 2027

OPENINGS 64

Total openings 190
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