
Julia Donaldson : EYFS Knowledge Mat

Subject Specific Vocabulary Exciting Books

character A term that 
describes someone or 

something who appears in a 
story.

setting A term which describes the 
place a story takes place.

ending How a story might end.

author The word used to describe 
the person who has written 

the story.

Sticky Knowledge about stories

❑ What a character is.

illustrator The word used to describe 
the person who has drawn 

the pictures in a story. More books to to find 

out about
Ordering 

(sequencing)

Re-telling the events in a story 
in the correct order.

❑ How a story is structured.

The Snail and a Whale

The Troll

What the Ladybird 

Heard

A Squash and a 
Squeeze

The Princess and the 
Wizard

title The word used to describe 
what a story is called.

❑ Where a story takes place

rhyming A series of words that sound 
the sames ❑ What rhyming words are.

blurb The word used to describe 
the text on the back of a 

book which gives us a taste 
of what is in the story.

❑ That print has meaning,



Minibeasts : EYFS Knowledge Mat

Subject Specific Vocabulary Exciting Books

minibeast A term used to describe a 
variety of invertebrates.

insect A term which describes 
certain minibeasts that have 

a three-part body.

thorax A thorax is a part of a 
minibeast found between the 

head and the abdomen. 

abdomen The lower section of a 
minibeast’s body. The 

abdomen contains all the 
important organs eg. Heart, 
respiratory, digestive and 

reproductive systems.

Sticky Knowledge about Minibeasts

❑ Butterflies taste with their feet!

antennae Can be called ‘feelers’. 
Antennae are sensory organs 

on the head used for touch  
and smell.

More minibeasts to 

find out about

invertebrate Means without a backbone. ❑ A ladybird might eat more than 5,000 insects in its 

lifetime! Beetle

Woodlouse

Grasshopper

Wasp

Centipede 

Slug

proboscis A long, tube-like straw on top 
of a minibeast’s head used 

for feeding or sucking.

❑ Slugs have four noses but only one foot!

camouflage When a minibeast had 
colourings, shape and texture 

that allow it to blend into its 
habitat or surroundings.

❑ Insects have six legs!

habitat The natural home of any type 
of animal. 

❑ Bees never sleep!



Materials : EYFS Knowledge Mat

Subject Specific Vocabulary Exciting Books

materials A term used to describe what 
things are made from.

metal The word to describe objects 
that are hard and shiny .

plastic The word used to describe 
objects that are man-made, 

can be shaped when soft 
and hardened to create a 
shape. Can often be bright 

colours.

wood The word used to describe 
objects made originally from  

tree bark. 

Sticky Knowledge about Materials

❑ Metal is used for: strength when making things like 

planes, cars, trains and big buildings but also for 

knives, forks, spoons etc
fabric The term used to describe the 

soft material used for making 

clothes, sheets, curtains etc
More materials to 

find out about
investigation The term used to find out 

about how things happen 

and how things work.

❑ Wood is used for: furniture, doors and some toys

Glass

Ceramics

Leather

Paper

Rubber 

stiff A stiff material is firm and 
hard and not bendy.

❑ Plastic is used for: moulding or shaping into toys, and 

many useful objects that we use in everyday life.

liquid A liquid is something that can 
be poured. ❑ Fabric is used for: all kinds of clothing, bedding, 

cushions, carpets, rugs etc

solid Something that is hard and 
firm, a shape that cannot be 

easily changed. ❑ Everything is made from something!



Fairy Tales : EYFS Knowledge Mat

Subject Specific Vocabulary Exciting Books

tale A tale is a made-up story.

fiction Stories  that have imaginary 
characters, settings and 

events.

imaginary Means something or 
someone that is made up.

character A term that 
describes someone or 

something who appears in a 
story.

Sticky Knowledge about Fairy Tales

❑ A fairy tale is a children’s story about magical and 

imaginary  characters and lands.

setting A term which describes the 
place a story takes place. More materials to 

find out about
❑ Fairy tales have characters, settings, a beginning, 

middle and an end. Jack and the Beanstalk

The Red Hen

Rumplst iltskin

Hansel and Gretel

Rapunzel

The Princess & the Pea

sequencing Re-telling the events in a story 
in the correct order.

❑ Fairy tales are fiction.

ending How a story might end.
❑ Most fairy tales have a happy ending.

❑ Most fairy tales begin with “Once upon a time… ” 

and end with “they lived happily ever after.”



Growing & Planting : EYFS Knowledge Mat
Subject Specific Vocabulary Exciting Books

seed A seed is a part of a seed plant that 
can grow into a new plant.

roots A root is part of a plant that is found 
hidden underground. They hold the 

plant in the ground and keep it 
upright. They take in water and 
food in the soil.

stem The stem is the main part of the 
plant. It carries the water and food 

from the roots  to the leaves. Petals, 
fruit or vegetables.

petal The petal is the coloured part of a 
flower. With bright colours and 

smells they usually attract birds and 
insects.

Sticky Knowledge about Plants & Growing

❑ Most plants grow from seeds.

flower A flower is sometimes called the 
bloom or blossom of a plant. 

Flowers have petals and leaves. 
More plants and flowers 

to find out about

leaf A leaf is usually the green part of a 
tree, plant or flower. It is often flat 

so it gets more light.

❑ Most seeds need soil, air, light and water .

Cress

Fruit  t rees

Fruit  bushes

Vegetables that grow 
underground

Vegetables that grow above 

ground.

plant A plant is a liv ing thing that you will 
see wherever you go. Plants 

include grass, trees, flowers and 
bushes

❑ To name the parts of a plant: roots, stem, leaves, petals.

sunflower A sunflower is a  tall  plant with a 
large flower head. They are names 

that way because they turn their 
heads towards the sun.

❑ Some plants spread their seed by birds and insects and some 

use wind and water to scatter their seed.

❑ Leaves are so important to a plant’s life. They soak up energy 

from the sun and turn it into food for the plant.



Animals : EYFS Knowledge Mat

Subject Specific Vocabulary Exciting Books

materials A term used to describe what 
things are made from.

metal The word to describe objects 
that are hard and shiny .

plastic The word used to describe 
objects that are man-made, 

can be shaped when soft 
and hardened to create a 
shape. Can often be bright 

colours.

wood The word used to describe 
objects made originally from  

tree bark. 

Sticky Knowledge about Materials

❑ Metal is used for: strength when making things like 

planes, cars, trains and big buildings but also for 

knives, forks, spoons etc
fabric The term used to describe the 

soft material used for making 

clothes, sheets, curtains etc
More materials to 

find out about
investigation The term used to find out 

about how things happen 

and how things work.

❑ Wood is used for: furniture, doors and some toys

Glass

Ceramics

Leather

Paper

Rubber 

stiff A stiff material is firm and 
hard and not bendy.

❑ Plastic is used for: moulding or shaping into toys, and 

many useful objects that we use in everyday life.

liquid A liquid is something that can 
be poured. ❑ Fabric is used for: all kinds of clothing, bedding, 

cushions, carpets, rugs etc

solid Something that is hard and 
firm, a shape that cannot be 

easily changed. ❑ Everything is made from something!




